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Objective:
Component 4 of the existing SPC-GIZ CCCPIR Regional Programme on “Sustainable Tourism and Climate Change“  aims to strengthen the capacity of selected Pacific Island countries to cope with climate change impacts on the tourism sector.   
It has the following objective: 
Innovative partnerships and approaches in the tourism sector are promoting adaptation to climate change and a reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the Pacific Island Countries Fiji, Samoa, Vanuatu and Palau.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For more details see the impact chain for the tourism component (Annex 1). 
] 

All activities undertaken by this consultancy must lead towards achieving the following indicator:
Six tourism initiatives at community level are proven to be resilient against the effects of climate change and contribute to the protection of natural resources.

Description:
Tourism represents a significant economic activity in the Pacific. It is one of the largest export sectors in the majority of the nations of the Pacific and provides great opportunities for economic growth, employment, and sustainable development. Tourism is vulnerable to a range of risks including natural hazards, economic downturns, health epidemics, market fluctuations, etc. Due to its highly climate sensitive nature, Pacific tourism is identified as a hotspot for major impacts of climate change that will affect tourism destinations across the region and exacerbate natural hazards, markets, and other associated risks.
The Community Tourism and Climate Change component of SPC-GIZ CCCPIR project aims to strengthen the capacity of selected Pacific Island countries to cope with climate change impacts and associated risks on the community tourism sector. The main activities being undertaken include:
 National consultation workshop for integrated stakeholder engagement across the tourism, climate change, and natural disaster management areas;
 Mapping community tourism initiatives;
 Risk analysis and vulnerability assessment of selected community tourism initiatives;
 Implementation of adaptation interventions in the selected community tourism initiatives;
 Production of an adaptation manual for community tourism in the Pacific; 
 National best practice workshop
 
Progress to date and current activities:
[bookmark: _GoBack]An Inception Workshop for the Climate Change and Tourism Component of SPC-GIZ CCCPIR was held at VMGD on 13.02.2013.  Participants were government, private sector and community tourism stakeholders. At the workshop, the following points were discussed: 

1) Linkages between risks, natural hazards, climate change and the tourism sector.
When asked how the tourism sector works with risks, natural hazards and climate change sectors, representatives from the tourism industry and associations raised concerns about lack of emergency warning and response system for tourism (information access and emergency procedures etc.)
 2) Community tourism activities in Vanuatu. 
When it comes to select pilot sites for the project, it may have some flexibility to include different forms of tourism activities and businesses (which could cover those foreign owned) but provide benefits for local communities. 
2) Pilot sites. 
Havannah Harbor and Nguna-Pele came up as a strongly agreed option for pilot sites due to the diversity of tourism businesses within the area (from local island bungalows to top-market resorts, both water based and land based tourism activities, a UNESCO listed site, and a turtle rehabilitation farm).
3) Possible adaptation activities.
Tourism stakeholders embraced the opportunity that the project offers to produce educational material (some form of handbooks, manuals, etc) specifically for the tourism sector on climate change adaptation. The tourism stakeholders expressed strong interest to get involved in the project and work more closely with the climate change, natural disaster risk management sectors on adaptation, risk preparedness and reduction in selected communities. . 

Next steps:

1) Min Jiang to revise the tourism component work plan and circulate to stakeholders
2) Fred Hosea and Christopher Bartlett to meet with representatives from the tourism associations and the tourism department for pilot sites selection
3) Fred Hosea to prepare pilot sites profiles to serve as background information assisted by Christopher Bartlett and Min Jiang
4) Fred Hosea and Christopher Bartlett to present to the tourism associations’ board meetings about the project

Background
This community tourism programme will build on and complement existing and proposed initiatives at the regional and national level.  At the regional level it supports the implementation of the Pacific Island Framework for Action on Climate Change (PIFACC) and, at the national level, of relevant adaptation (e.g. National Adaptation Programmes for Action), national sustainable development strategies, relevant sector policies and frameworks.  CCCPIR is committed to collaborating with and adding value to climate change programmes supported by other initiatives and development partners.
One of the key programmes focusing on tourism and climate change in the region is the Pacific Tourism—Climate Adaptation Project (PT-CAP), an AusAID funded research project that aims to develop climate change adaptation policies and strategies to assist the Pacific Island tourism sector protect and grow local livelihoods. The project was led by Victoria University Centre for Tourism and Services Research (CTSR) in collaboration with the University of New South Wales Natural Hazards Research Laboratory and the University of the South Pacific School of Tourism and Hospitality Management, together with industry/NGO partners, Foundation of the People’s of the South Pacific International (FSPI), South Pacific Tourism Organisation (SPTO) and Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd (PAT). The project was a key activity of the Oceania Sustainable Tourism Alliance.  The PT-CAP project team has been hired by GIZ to undertake this work on community tourism in Vanuatu as part of a consultancy package. 
As GIZs technical assistance towards achieving sustainable development and monitoring is results-based, the activities defined by the main implementation partners on regional and national level can be adjusted to take advantage of collaborative opportunities, new developments and emerging needs.
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