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CC/DRR Project Brief Form

	Project Title: What value can Customary Law contribute to future International Environmental Legislation pertaining to Global Climate Change Adaptation? A Vanuatu case study



	Implementing Organisation/s:

Macquarie University, Sydney Australia


	Project Contact Details:
Dr Kirsten Davies
Level 7, E7A Building (room 717)
Macquarie University 
NSW 2109 Australia
T: +61 2 9850 8334
M: + 61 (0)438255687
Email: kirsty.davies@mq.edu.au

	Duration:

2014-2018


	Status: 
Project approved by Macquarie University as a PhD research project

	Total Funding:

This is a PhD project only basic  costs are funded through the university


	Funding Source/s:
This is a PhD project only basic  costs are funded through the university


	Mode of financing: 
This is a PhD project only basic  costs are funded through the university




	Location & site/s:

Espiritu Santo, Aore Island and Efate

	Scope:
National and  Community




	Project Type:
Research

	Sectors & Themes:
Law including Customary Law ( Kastom)



	Other Government & Partner Agencies:

USP School of Law ( see letter of support attached) , Sanma Province Council of Chiefs ( see letter of support attached)

	Lead Government Department:

Vanuatu Meteorology and Geo-hazards Department 



	NAB Approval sought: [Please tick]
· Concept stage 
· Site selection
· Final endorsement X
· To seek project funding
· Partnership/implementation
· Continuation/extension of existing project


	Objective/s: [100 words max]

· What is the rationale for the project? What is the primary need, and how was it identified?
  This body of research will be a continuum from the 2010 Tabwemasana Project where I researched aspects of sustainability on behalf of the local community. The study involved 444 local people including local chiefs. A copy of this report has been attached to this application. 
· Is this program building on any previous activities or policy? 
This research is building on my previous  2010 study  based in Espiritu Santo 

	Description: [1-2 paragraphs per topic max]

· Outline key project components
Key components involve a literature review and conducting a series of interviews. This PhD will be by publication. This will mean that a series of academic journal articles will be written through the projects duration. 
· How will it be implemented?
Dr Davies will be conducting interviews with local Chiefs, lawyers, judges and government officials. 
· Will the project fund local positions? Where?
The project will fund the services of a locally based interpreter as required. It will only involve one researcher, Dr Davies. 
· How does the project link to GoV priorities (PAA)?
· What related projects are being undertaken in the area?
· Potential overlaps/duplication to be resolved
There is a significant body of research being conducted examining the role of Kastom such as the research  project lead by  Dr. Christopher Bartlett- SPC-GIZ Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific Islands Region (CCCPIR). As this project is focusing on legal frameworks it will build on existing projects. Dr Davies, the researcher will maintain contact with NAB and people such as Dr Bartlett to ensure duplication of effort is avoided. 
· Risk Management Strategies
This project does not have any identifiable risks. 


	How does the project link to GoV priorities:  This project will add value to understanding in terms of how Customary ( Kastom) Law  may be incorporated in to  international  environmental law pertaining to Global Climate Change Adaptation. As normative frameworks are failing to address this global threat, perhaps Kastom may hold some of the answers as to how people may be reconnected to their life supporting environments. 



	Progress to date and current activities: This project has commenced in 2014 and will await attaining NAB approval.  Once this has been received a Human Ethics application will be lodged with Macquarie University.  When both sets of approvals have been granted field work (interviews) will commence. It is expected that interviews will commence in July 2014. 





	Outputs: PhD thesis and summary document provided to NAB and participating organisations and communities. Summary document will be translated in to Bislama. Full thesis will also be available if required.  
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